INFLUENCE OF   RELIGION   UPON  THE  HINDU.            Xl'lt

tious. But there is scarcely a religion professed by
any considerable sefilion of mankind which is alto-
gether free from superstition The question is only
one of degree. Any how, we may condemn the super-
stition, but we must reverence the spiritual tempera-
ment, the temperament which places the spiritual
above the animal maq.

Even now after nearly a century of contact with an
recent religious essentially material civilisation like
movemen ,           ^ Western, the inherited spirituality

of the Hindu is manifested in the recent reaction in
favour of what may be called rationalistic Hinduism and
other religious movements. We find educated men
sitting at the feet of comparatively illiterate devotees or
singing the praises of Hari in the Streets of Calcutta
and other towns.

" I  was  very soon  attracted," says J. Routledge,

sanctity,    not,    "by the   fact that  while wealth   nearly
wealth,  honoured

by the Hindus; always is the chief means of distin-
guishing man from man in England, it has no^uch
exclusive power in India. There are few sights
more pitiable than the devotee. His whole Hfe is to
outside beholders one of misery. But what is he
honoured for ? Not wealth; for he is often wretchedly
poor* He is honoured for his presumed piety> for his